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L E T T E R  F R O M  O U R  D I R E C T O R  

 
Welcome to the November edition of the 2018-2019 CTE News the Tempe Union High 
School District’s (TUHSD) monthly newsletter highlighting our Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) programs. This year TUHSD has over 8000 students currently enrolled 
in 19 different CTE programs in our district ranging from Culinary to Engineering, 
Automotive Technology to Stagecraft, and many more. 

As we move into our second quarter, we have a lot of exciting things happening in 
CTE.  In October, all of our CTE programs at all of our sites began participation in their 
state leadership organizations (CTSO’s).  As you will see highlighted in some of this 
month’s articles, in these organizations students learn and practice a series of leadership 
skills while utilizing the skills and content covered in their CTE courses.  In addition, in 
October we began our Industry Certification exams for 2018-2019.  All of our second 
year culinary students took the ServSafe manager exams, and our Biotechnology, 
Construction, Sports Medicine, and Stagecraft students began their OSHA courses for the 
year.  Finally this month we began planning our spring events which will again include a 
Career Day with the Suns on March 1st, and also a TUHSD CTE Showcase on February 
7th. At these events parents, students, and community members will have an opportunity 
to learn directly from students about all of the exciting things our students are doing in 
their CTE classes.   

This month’s newsletter highlights our CTE Programs at Desert Vista High 
School.  Desert Vista High School has many wonderful CTE programs in which they are 
continuing to see great success. Thank you to the Desert Vista High School teachers for 
your submissions this month and for all you continue to do for your students! 

We hope you enjoy the information shared in this newsletter, and look forward to sharing 
more information with you in the future! 
 

Dr. Stephaine Frimer 
Director of Career & Technical Education 
Tempe Union High School District 
 

 

 

I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S :  
 

November 7 Interdistrict CTE   
 PLC 
 
November 14 Interdistrict CTE   
 PLC 
 
November 22-23 Thanksgiving 
 
November 27 CTE Counselor         
 Breakfast 
 
November 27 Engineering and
 Bioscience Cadres 
 
November 28 Interdistrict CTE 
 PLC 
 
November 29 CTE New Teacher 
 Happy Hour—
 ’Hands-On Learning 
 and Student 
 Engagement 
 Strategies’ 
 
December 5 Interdistrict CTE 
 PLC 
 
December 6 Early Childhood 
 Education Cadre 
 
December 12 Interdistrict CTE               
 PLC 
 
December 13 CTE New Teacher 
 Happy Hour—
 ’Marketing Your 
 CTE Program’ 

CTE NEWS 
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Fun Fact:  100% of our 
Animation and Business 
Management students passed 
the Arizona Department of 
Education End of Program 
Assessment in the Spring of 
2018.  95% of our Software 
Development and  92% of our 
engineering students also 
passed these assessments. 

DECA STUDENTS ARE 
EMPOWERED THROUGH 

EXPERIENCE 
 

Dan Hinds, DECA 
 

DECA is off to an exciting start at Desert Vista High 
School.  In September, students attended the 
Leadership at the Summit 2018 Conference in 
Prescott, AZ.  Five DECA Officers, including: Jillian 
Bartz (President), Chloe Felker, Evan Zambroski, 
Beck Westermann, and Roxanne Brinton spent 
three days collaborating with high school students 
from all over Arizona.  The workshops they 
attended were desgined to teach students what it 
takes to become emerging leaders and 
entrepreneurs of the future.  The students also 
competed in character-building activities, teaching 
them how to work with their peers to overcome 
challenges.  Students were able to bond over 
relaxing campfires and fun competitions in 
dodgeball, bingo, and lip sync battles.  Students left 
with a great experience and thorough 
understanding of how to run a DECA chapter. 
DECA has over 50 members who will be given the 
chance to compete in District Conferences in mid-
January.  Competitions like this allow students to 
gain skills in public speaking and problem-solving.  
The State Career Development Conference is held 
at the beginning of March and state winners will be 
given the chance to compete in the International 
Career Development Conference at the end of April 
in Orlando, Florida. 
 
 

Home of the Thunder 

 

JAYDEN HUNLEY AND EVE TORRENCE ARE DV’S 
SKILLS USA EMERGING LEADERS 

 

Nikki Micale, Animation 
 
SkillsUSA provides numerous opportunities for students to empower themselves and 
help develop the necessary skills for future career success.  Desert Vista High 
School Regional Officers Jayden Hunley and Eve Torrence show one-of-a-kind 
leadership skills that help them in their role as Regional Officers. They are the very first 
SkillsUSA Club Regional Officers from Desert Vista high school; which shows just how 
dedicated they are to gain the experience, and to learn the necessary skills for future 
career readiness. 
 
Jayden Hunley is a 3rd year CTE-Animation student at Desert Vista High School. She 
has served on the ‘Thunder Force’ committee welcoming and being a mentor to 
incoming Freshmen. Jayden is active in her academic career and is also a member of the 
Girls Basketball team. Jayden is a great candidate for Region 3 because of her eagerness 
to develop leadership skills in CTE and her passion in Graphic Design and Film and TV 
Production. Jayden is a strong individual.  She is task-oriented, and has a number of 
qualities that will benefit Region 3. 
 
Eve Torrence has lived internationally in Italy, Germany, and the United States. Her 
diversified cultural exposure has given her an advantage to being 
approachable and adaptable to diverse groups of individuals of all levels and cultures.  
Eve has assorted experiences in a variety of educational environments.   

          Currently, she is focused on her academic career and desire to gain leadership skills in  
                                                                  the context of Region 3. 

DV FUTURE BUSINESS 
LEADERS OF AMERICA 
WORK ON “BUILDING 

THEIR BRAND” 
 
 

Lunden Maestas, BMAS 
 

Desert Vista’s Future Business 
Leaders of America are off and 
running with 14 members under 
their new Adviser, Lunden Maestas, 
and Co-Adviser, Robb Floco.  Both 
Advisors are new to DVH this year.  
However, Lunden Maestas brings 
with her 8 years of experience 
leading her FBLA chapter in 
Colorado.     
 
Taking into consideration this year’s 
AZ FBLA State theme, "Build Your 
Brand," DV FBLA hopes to build 
their brand through leadership 
activities, community service 
projects, networking opportunities, 
and competitive events. FBLA hopes 
to partner with other DV CTSOs to 
showcase business career pathways. 
 
Some of the community service 
projects planned for this year 
include: working with Phoenix 
Children’s Hospital students will be  
visiting with pediatric patients, and 
participating in the “Adopt a Soldier 
Program” sending supplies overseas 
to our soldiers in active duty.  
 
Currently, members are choosing 
and preparing for their competitive 
events with FBLA Regionals in 
February and FBLA State 
competition in April.   



HOSA STUDENTS LEARN ABOUT THE MODERN 
WORLD OF MEDICINE 

Jeremy Williams, Bioscience  

Desert Vista’s HOSA has started the 2018-2019 school year with over 200 members who 
are motivated to explore different health-related careers and dedicated to becoming future 
leaders in the global healthcare community. 
 
In September, HOSA invited LabCorp guest speaker Dr. Perry Chan to come in and give a 
presentation to students at Desert Vista. The presentation included information on 
molecular pathology and personalized medicine, while also offering insight into the modern 
world of medicine and healthcare. Later, in October, Ms. Deana Galaviz, a guest speaker 
from ASU’s School of Nursing, came in and discussed pathways to nursing and other 
innovative healthcare degree programs. 
 
In addition to welcoming various guest speakers, HOSA officers have organized a 
community service project to collect donations of school supplies for hospitalized children 
in the Phoenix Children’s Hospital’s “1 Darn Cool School” program. They’ve collected 
hundreds of supplies so far, and will continue to collect more in the next couple of weeks! 
 
HOSA students are currently preparing for the upcoming Chapter Competitions in January, 
from which many will move on to the Arizona Leadership Conference in April and the 
International Leadership Conference in June! We wish them the best in their respective 
events! 
 

HANDS ON LEARNING 

PROVIDES ENGINEERING 

STUDENTS WITH THE 

KNOW HOW TO ACHIEVE 
 

 

Rick Schapler and Dan Zavaleta, 

Engineering 

 
We have worked with the Engineering 1-2 
students on safety and power tools.  We 
teach team industry safety and then run 
them through many of the power tools of 
the industry.  We are now working on our 
bridge building Civil Engineering unit.  As 
for the Engineering 3-4 students, we are in a 
big unit of robotics.  The 5-6 classes are 
working on robotics, solar and battery 
powered bikes. The 7-8 classes are working 
on their Epics projects and solar cars. 

 
 

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT, MARKETING AND 

BUSINESS OPERATIONS INTERNSHIP STUDENTS 

EARN WHILE THEY LEARN 

Kristen Thomas, BMAS 

  
Desert Vista has over 100 Seniors participating in Advanced Business 

Management, Marketing and Operations work programs.  Over the course of the 

school year, our students learn about balancing their school work and 

extracurricular activities through the development of their time management 

skills.  Students are employed throughout the valley in a variety of businesses.  

Some of the positions include office administrative assistant, retail sales associate, 

hospitality, customer service and educational aides.   Students are required to 

master skills in complex communication, collaboration, thinking and innovation, 

professionalism, initiative, cross-cultural competence, organizational culture, legal 

and ethical practices, and financial practices.  Along with learning valuable work 

place skills, the students are able to earn money and learn about personal finance.  

Many of our student interns are taking advantage of the dual enrollment 

opportunity within the program through our college partner Rio Salado 

Community College.   

  

  

  

  

  

Focus on CTE Leadership 
At Desert Vista 

  

Jeremy Williams, 

Bioscience Program Lead 
  

Jeremy Williams has seventeen 

years of teaching experience, and 

has worked at Desert Vista High 

School all those years.  Before 

entering the field of  teaching, he 

worked at Mesa Community   

College.  Jeremy is a graduate from 

Northern Arizona University where 

he earned both his Bachelor’s and 

Master’s degrees.  He enjoys 

working at  Desert Vista, because of 

the team and family atmosphere.  

Jeremy’s greatest joy in teaching 

Biotechnology is creating 

opportunities for his students 

interested in pursuing careers in the 

area of bioscience. 



“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.”  ~ 
Nelson Mandela 
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From the CTE Department... 

Career and Technical Education Staff: 

 
Dr. Stephaine Frimer 
Director of Career and  
Technical Education 
sfrimer@tuhsd.k12.az.us  
 
 

 
Anna Lohman 
Administrative Assistant 
alohmann@tuhsd.k12.az.us 
 
 

 

 
Shauna Demers 
CTE Teaching & Learning 
Specialist 
sdemers@tuhsd.k12.az.us 
 
 
 
 

Norine Ebright 
CTE Support (DO) 
nebright@tuhsd.k12.az.us 

 
 

 

 

 

 

MIDDLE  SCHOOL OUTREACH 
PROGRAM 

 

Each month teachers and students who 
are representing our CTE programs 
across the district will be visiting our 
feeder schools to present information 
about careers to 8th grade students.  The 
middle school students will also learn 
more about these career opportunities in 
high school and prepare to be college and 
career ready for the future.  The featured 
programs for November are 
Construction, Graphics and Animation. 

 

 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Career and Technical Education 

CAREER DAY WITH 

THE PHOENIX SUNS 

Friday, March 1, 2019 
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